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Summary of Secord Lake Association Meeting – SEPT 12, 2026 
This recaps key headlines of our in-person September Member meeting.   

 

Kim Carlson was introduced as the new President of the Secord Lake Association.  Kim has been on the SLA 

Board for the past year, is the chair of the Golf Outing committee, engaged with Sponsors and is a full time 

resident on Secord Lake.  Kim is actively involved in the local Secord community and is a board certified realtor. 

Kim brings new ideas and energy to the team. 

 

 
 

The past leadership of Phil Dast (President) and Chuck Sikora (VP) since 2019 is celebrated and appreciated.  

We look forward to their continued participation within the Association and in their roles on the FLTF Board.   

 

Kim recognized and celebrated the accomplishments of the SLA over the years.  With the lake scheduled return 

this coming Spring, Kim asked Members for feedback and input, “What is next chapter for SLA?” 

 

Many ideas were shared during this feedback session.  Here is a summary of key inputs: 

 

Areas of focus to prepare the lake for summer 

level
Future Focus / Opportunities

Continue the current FINAL COUNTDOWN clean 

up campaign with emphasis on 'neighbor 

helping neighbor'.

Goose Management Program

Remind DNR to clean up / prepare their two 

boat launches for Spring / Summer 2027

Partner with realtors and local businesses to 

provide SLA 'Welcome Wagon' information to 

new Secord property owners 

Remind people to remove tree markers before 

winter ice (discussed Oct timing)

Provide lake navigation map to highlight 

sandbars / lakeside businesses

Remind people to remove tarps they may have 

over their sand beaches or bales of straw / hay 

to protect shoreline

Review and inform inland lake rules / 

regulations that apply to Secord

Can SLA put clean up tips in the Dec property 

tax bills as part of the township newsletter? 

Watch for algae bloom on Secord learning from 

Sanford experience

Is there an opportunity to add a dock to the 

Clement Boat launch?

Secord Fishery - Continue DNR partnership for 

management and stocking / kids fishing 

contests or outings

We realize there are / will be depth changes 

with summer lake level - an area on the North 

end of the West Branch was mentioned that 

was documented with FLTF in Oct 2023

We thank Heidi Schroth and Bob Wittig for stepping forward 

as they join our leadership team.  Bob will continue to 

manage our website and Heidi agreed to serve as Secretary. 

Marti Drabing will continue as Treasurer. 

We look forward to 

additional input 

from Members and 

our Secord Lake 

community.   

 

The team agrees to 

takes this input into 

account in the 

planning for the 

balance of 2026 

and the2027-28 

season. 
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FUN-raisers  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about the Golf Outing - 

https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/2026-golf-outing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more about the Chili Cook Off – 

 https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/2026-chili-cook-off 

 

The Secord Lake Association is a non-profit focused on Secord 

Lake for generations to come. If you are a Member, thank 

you. If you want to become Member, we welcome you.  

https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This coming year, thanks to the generous donations of 

Member, Sponsors, and supporters, we have an operating 

budget for the next 12 months dedicating $54,000 toward 

Secord Lake improvement projects.   

Membership, Sponsorships, and support for fund-raising 

events make this possible.  

 

 

To learn how you can 

help support either or 

both events, please 

check out our Amazon 

wish list – you can order 

and have the items 

shipped to us. 

Amazon.com 

Donations of gift cards 

and scratch off lottery 

tickets are welcomed as 

they make great items 

for prize or auction 

baskets.   

 

https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/2026-golf-outing
https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/2026-chili-cook-off
https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/membership
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2SCNDXEN0BL4W/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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FLTF UPDATE 
To read Frequently Asked Questions published by the Association    Secord Lake FAQs July 28 2026 
There is now a Secord Dam update page available on the FLTF website. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo From MONDAY, SEPT 14th 
Installation Resumes of GATE 2 

 
Saturday morning, Phil and Chuck shared the components 

making up GATE 2 were completed and making their way 

back to the Secord Dam site. 

Monday, construction crews began to reassemble Gate 2. 

FLTF indicates both gates will be commissioned at the same 

time with plans to have the dam substantially complete in 

November with lake fill to summer level to begin April 15, 

2027. 

There were additional questions regarding the gates that 

will require us to learn more from FLTF.  We look forward to 

the next FLTF informational webinar on October 7th where 

they will provide construction updates for each of the dams. 

https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/_files/ugd/cd86dd_949a612635694a6999f546d817744d11.pdf
https://www.four-lakes-taskforce-mi.com/secord-dam.html
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Retake Our Lake – THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers are marking potential FLOATING logs with a swim pool noodle affixed with biodegradable twine. 
The idea is if the log floats, the pool noodles will be easy to spot to help in retrieval.  
 
There was a discussion regarding the potential safety hazards of the driveway markers random people used to 
mark trees in the boating lanes the past summer. The recommendation is for people to remove those the first 
part of October.  

 For the vast majority, Secord Lake property owners 

have participated in the Retake Our Lake 

initiative since its inception in 2022.   

As we move toward October, there will be about 6 

months before April 2027 Lake fill. 

The FINAL COUNTDOWN provides guidance 

on what Secord Lake property owners can do to 

prepare for summer lake level.   

1) Prepare Your Lake Front 

2) Help Your Neighbors 

3) Pick Up Anything That FLOATS 

4) Remove Temporary Piers 

5) Secure Docks, Piers, Hoists, Lifts, Boats, etc.  

In addition, a proactive plan to address Spring 

FLOATERS is being created with more details to be 

shared as we move into Fall.  

Helping Hands is available for neighbors in need. 

 
Ken Wells led a discussion 

regarding what property 

owners can do NOW as we 

move into Fall. 

 

Spring FLOATERS are a 

forward-looking concern 

when the water rises this 

Spring. Property owners are 

reminded to remove anything 

that can float this Fall. 

https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/restoring-secord
https://www.secordlakeassociation.org/_files/ugd/cd86dd_dc43fe4eff064f6b8526d0da659caf28.pdf
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                       Visit us at www.SecordLakeAssociation.org 

 

 

Ken thanked the Helping Hands volunteers for 

the work they have completed to date. Most 

of us have seen photos on Facebook of work over the summer as we 

assist our neighbors that need a hand. Special thanks to Ken for 

leading this effort and to the entire TEAM: John Beck, Steve and Kim 

Carlson, Brad and Kit Carlson, Bob Boroff, Phil Dast, Paul Gorans, 

Paul Hutchins, Dan James, Alan Ogg, Doug Proctor, Dave Rymas, 

Dennis Schroth, Adam and Heidi Schroth, Chuck and Sandy Sikora, 

Steve Slaga, Jerry Slusarski, Jeff Sorensen, Bruce and Susan 

Townley, Ken Wells, Bob Wittig. Our apology if we missed someone. 

 

Ken shared a plan to address spring 

FLOATERS is being finalized between 

the SLA, FLTF, Townships, County, 

Secord Lake Marina – On The Water, 

Secord Hoist Service and Oak Ridge 

Tree Service.  

FLTF has determined the area to the 

West side of the dam will be a 

collection site for floating debris.  

FLTF will erect a safety boom in front 

of the dam to allow debris to be 

caught and removed. 

The plan is to create additional 

debris drop sites along the lake and 

solicit the services of volunteers and 

professionals to move debris to the 

FLTF site. 

More details come as things are 

finalized. If you want to volunteer 

to help, please contact us at 

SecordLakeAssociation@gmail.com 

Should you have additional 

questions, or want to help → 

SecordLakeAssociation@gmail.com  

  

Our last meeting for this season is 

scheduled for Saturday, Oct 10th at 

10 AM – Secord Township Hall.  

 

SLA Golf Outing – Saturday, Sept 19 

SLA Chili Cook Off – Saturday, Oct 17   

 

http://www.secordlakeassociation.org/
mailto:SecordLakeAssociation@gmail.com
mailto:SecordLakeAssociation@gmail.com

